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Happy Gopher Tortoise Day!

Gopher tortoises are one of the most frequently reported wildlife sightings at
Jonathan Dickinson State Park. These reptiles aren't just fun to look at -- they
are a critical component of their ecosystem. As we celebrate our shelled
friends, let's look at some of the reasons protecting them is so important.

You may have heard gopher tortoises referred to as a keystone species. This
is because the burrows they construct benefit many other species in their
habitat. Approximately 350 other species take advantage of the gopher
tortoise's construction skills.
These beneficiaries, called commensal species, use the burrows for
protection. Because gopher tortoise burrows remain a relatively stable
temperature, they are good refuge from extreme weather conditions. The
burrows also provide a safe place for wildlife to shelter during a passing fire.
Some of the commensal species that enjoy these advantages are eastern
diamondback rattlesnakes, gopher frogs, indigo snakes and the Florida
mouse.
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Because so much wildlife relies upon the gopher tortoise for its own survival, it
is critical that these tortoises are protected. Designated a threatened species
in Florida, gopher tortoises face a variety of challenges. Human development
has meant habitat loss and increased fatal traffic encounters for the tortoises.

What can you do to help?
Drive mindfully, and observe posted speed limits and wildlife crossing
signs.
Never disturb a burrow.
Do not touch gopher tortoises unless safely moving them from one side
of a road to another, in the direction they were heading.
If you have a burrow in your yard, consider FWC's recommendations for
gopher tortoise friendly plants.
Remember that gopher tortoises are meant to be on land, and don't ever
put one in the water--they may not be able to get out.
Check out FWC's Guide to Living with Gopher Tortoises for more helpful
information.
This Gopher Tortoise Day, take a moment to appreciate these special animals.
On April 10, and every other day, they are truly worth celebrating!

Florida Scrub-jay Festival
May 22, Jonathan Dickinson State Park will join FWC and countless
contributing organizations and agencies to share information about Florida's
only endemic bird. All are invited to join in a day of education, fun, and
community. The festival will be held virtually this year. Watch the Friends of
Jonathan Dickinson State Park Facebook page for more details and an event
agenda in the coming weeks.

Primitive Sites are Back Open!
The Scrub-jay and Kitching Creek primitive sites are back open at JD! We
appreciate the patience our camping community has displayed during the
closure. There are some restrictions on reservations to ensure that the
operation can resume safely.
To make reservations, call the Ranger Station at 772-546-2771.
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