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With the rainy season in full swing, vegetation is lush in the park. Most of the
plants you will encounter in the park are native and play vital roles in their natural
communities. Others are exotic species that have significant negative impacts on
the ecosystems in which they are found. Exotic species are called 'invasive' when
they have the ability to spread to new areas on their own, and negatively impact
the areas to which they spread.

Why Fight Invasive Plants?
At first glance, there is nothing alarming about most invasive plants. In fact, some
of these exotic plants were introduced through the ornamental plant trade
because of their attractive flowers. So why should we seek to control and
eliminate them?
Invasive plants displace and crowd out native
plants. Wildlife that depend upon particular native
species for forage find fewer food sources when
invasive plants take over. Other animals require
particular species of native plants for their life
cycle, and their numbers can decline when these
plants are not available. Invasive plants also alter
the landscape in a way that can change the flow
or retention of water or impact the way a given
ecosystem responds to fire.

Problem Plants of JDSP

Park Efforts

JDSP employs one staff member entirely dedicated to the control of invasive
plants. Additionally, the park hosts AmeriCorps Project A.N.T. volunteers each
year, whose charge is to eradicate non-native plants from public lands. Under the
leadership of the Park Biologist, this team goes to battle regularly with the park's
unwelcome and damaging plants, using control measures from herbicide
application to mechanical removal and prescribed fire.

What You Can Do
Make your outdoor space a refuge
for native plants and the wildlife
they support.
Do your part to minimize the overall
distribution of invasive plants in your

Educate yourself and raise
awareness.
The more you know, the more effective
you can be at helping native plant
communities thrive. Here are some

community by engaging in nativeconscious landscaping. The Institute for
Regional Conservation's Natives for
your Neighborhood is a great
resource for discovering what plant
species naturally occupy the landscape
in various zip codes and habitat types
in south Florida.

great resources to jump-start your
learning:
Florida Invasive Plant Species
Mobile Field Guide
FWC Weed Alerts
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